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I'nt going to be bonest now. I jast senl offfor sarue atig,s. 5.0 I
can blend in? So I can go ont and gel a co.fec and a prtper. Good

/nck catcl'tittg'Baicf;v IJrooks' tyhen he's sadrienly got hair like Rod

5'teulart!

ME,lx it'd blou o_ff'on a ntoped tltough?

81 lhe t?4/t.)tlt/ ntgbt lhiak I'n beingparanoid, rtnd I get it.

lru luruping at ertetl little sound, I'ae stffied swiratuing in the

pool and praning lhe ornamental hedge. But it's notparanoia.

-fe e, I'L,e be en srarned.
Hari a little trp off front a mate back home. S.ti// got a fen,

lriends lrtokitg oul -for rte. 'Tbe cops know where 1ou are, thel

* ; i o t t t t' l.t t re. )' a /t r lx 0 n eJ is, lh e1t're co m ingfor-1 ou.'

-t,1 . i;71.; tltat. Plan B into actiort.

\ r ,.,,,.i .iitii;t, outsidc. Peaple on the street ta/king. About me?
j;,;1r.;:_,1,- -r, ,,',', ltttl n llat else are the1, gonna be ta/king ahout?

Tl.,rpri;t 0i 0t'iil,lt-i? D0,,1/t,a-fat'ottr, tbe1,'ys circ/ing Thel know
it, I knou i/.

Iluentual/1 thel'll stamt ilte bouse. Ran in, screaning in .Span-

ish, some bloke in a sait frort tbe Met tagrng along, nodding,

going, 'Yeah, fhat's him, thati Ba/d1, stick ilte cuffs on.'

But I u,on't be here u,hen thq,t do.

I hate the nickname h1t the wa1, 'Ba/d1, Brooks', bat what e/se

are thry gzfin(t call me? Vhen I moued out here, I tned to get

them to ca// me 'The Guu'nor' bat no dice, there were three 'The

Cuu'ilor.r' in Mdlaga already. One of tltem died when his lacbt
caught f re, but then anather ail€ shoued ap a rnonth later. ,So

'Bal$,' i115.

It's been nice, Milaga, it realfu ltas. Lots of good lads down

ltere, lots af paisfrort horue. Coupk of arnted robbersfr"om Ber-

mandsg,, aJbw drug dealers - real drugs that is, not the uitamius
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it. I read a guy missed the last tr^\n back and was

murdered.'
\\'ise nods all round.
And that's London for you,' says Jehr.
'!(/e're staf ing ovef,' says Steve.

'Stayng over?' savs Jyoti.
'In London?' sal,s John. 'Staying over in London? All

right, Bill Gates.'

'Rosiet going on Graham Llorton,'savs Steve. 'The chat

show She invited me and Am1,. The1, put vou up in a hotel.'

'For free?' Tonv asks. He drops his latest piece of
scampi into hrs pint, then fishes it out and eats it.

'Hope so,'says Steve. 'You'd think so.'

abu'd better check,' savs John. 'Five hundted quid
,sometimes in London. Six hundred, I heard once, and

r ou have to tip. No, thank vou. $7hat happens at a book
launch?'

Steve shrugs. 'There's booze,I know that.'
'Okay,' savs Jvoti. 'That's something at least.'

The others nod and chew.

'Free?' asks John. 'The booze?'
'Thrnk so,' sa\-s Ster.e.

\bu'd better check that too,' savs Jyoti. 'Don't u/ant

to be carrl,ing money around in London. I read on
Facebook one womart-'

Steve holds up a hand. 'You're all awarc I was a police
oItrcer in London fot twenty-five years?'

'It's changed,' says John. 'It's sped up.'

'London nevef changes,' says Steve. 'It stays the same

speed, it's just that we've slowed down.' i
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wodd's bestselling novelist, 'if you don't count Freida

McFadden', bankrolling the lot. Steve has, fot a long
tirne nou, - since Debbie died perhaps? - shied au/aJ/

from murders. So, in a way! it is lucky for him that in the

six months \We Solr.e Nlurders has been in business, he

hasn't had a sinqle one to solve. Sterre wonders hour long
Rosie can keep funding the thingthough. Yesterdav Steve

s2:r\v a Losr cer sign on a lamppost and had cracked the

case s.ithin the hour. So he's always got something to fail
back on.

'FIar-e \-ou e\-er fixed a Rolls-Rovce, Tony?' asks J,voti.
Tonr shakes his head. 'I fixed a Range Rover the othet

dar. \ cru need a lift to the station, Steve? There's the 2.44

trom Brockenhurst, that'Il get y-ou into V/aterloo for

4zo? The 3.44 stops at Basingstoke, so that u,ouid be

t.zl.I don't know what time book launches start.'

Amy's the one missing her old life the most. She had a

nice job. Close-ptotection olfrcet. Dangerous, but good
monev. Danger is Amy's hobbl', and if an unexplained
corpse doesn't turn up soon, Steve knorx,,s that Amv will
head back into her old wodd. Then Steve, in turn, will have

to go back to worrying about her everv day when he wakes

up, and everv night when he goes to sleep.

More than that though, he'll miss seeing her every dalr

Steve is keenly aware that Amv has not even had to
punch anyone for six months now, and you can see that
she's itching to.

'Who eise is on Graham lVorton?' John asks.

A singer and a chef,' says Steve. And Denzel
\Vashington.'
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